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                                                       MEDIA CENTRE SAFE PRACTICE GUIDANCE SHEET

	STADIUMS & SPORTS GROUNDS


Based on HSE Information Sheet; “Safety in Broadcasting Sports Events”
Introduction

This guidance is based on an HSE publication for the broadcasting industry: “Safety in Broadcasting Sports Events”. The advice is directed at pitch-side filming and those events with high-level commentary boxes or observation platforms within a stadium complex. The general principles can be applicable to any sports ground.

Hazards

When covering events at sports stadiums the main hazards arise from:

· Accessibility to the broadcaster’s (or crew’s) position 

· Fire and other emergency situations.

· Working at heights and from temporary structures 

· Exposure of staff to crowd disorder and personal violence 

· Wind and other weather conditions 

· Collision with players or the ball when recording near touchlines 

· Noise 

Risk Assessment

Prior to broadcasting or filming any event an assessment of the potential risks must be carried out. This must be reviewed as necessary if more information becomes available. The assessment will determine what precautionary measures, if any, are required.
The event organisers, stadium management etc should also have carried out a risk assessment. The filming organiser should liaise with these bodies to make sure that all hazards arising from the event have been identified and everyone is aware of the risks arising from each other's activities, and of the control measures that are in place.

Access And Egress 

In the aftermath of the Bradford and Hillsborough disasters it was found that many venues had only a single means of access to the broadcasting area. In many cases the areas were difficult to negotiate and a certain degree of agility was needed. In many stadiums and venues, particularly small clubs, the situation has not changed in any significant way.
The assessments should consider whether access routes are: 

· Free from obstruction and debris;

· Of sound construction; 

· Securely fixed and fitted with handrails (1.1 m high); and 

· Sufficiently illuminated even under emergency conditions 

Any obvious defects should be brought to the attention of the management of the stadium. 
Access for equipment should also be considered and the manual handling risks that may be involved. The risks here may affect the amount of equipment required or even crewing levels.

Fire 

You should be aware of the details of fire and emergency procedures. These should be obtained from the owners of the stadium or their agents. The procedures should include information on alarm signals, evacuation routes, emergency exits and assembly points. This information should be fully communicated to everyone involved.
Wherever possible, at each venue, a secondary means of escape from the broadcasting area should be identified, e.g. self-lowering equipment as a means of escape to ground level or portable ladders. Wherever such means are used they should not come down into an exit route for the general public.

Heights

See Media Centre Safe Practice Guidance Sheets on Working at Heights and Structures.

Whilst most risks and controls associated with work at heights are generic, sports grounds can have a slight impact upon the risks and may require additional controls.

Sports grounds are typically “congested” and special care is required to ensure that spectators are not placed at risk from falling objects. Due to the nature of such events all control must obviously come from the strict prevention of falling objects through netting, edge protection, safety bonds etc. and not through exclusion zones or hard hats.

It should also be noted that temporary structures require careful positioning and even additional bracing within such crowded areas in order to minimise the risk of such structures being toppled by crowd movements. For the same reasons care needs to be taken in planning security arrangements to prevent unauthorised access.

Violence

See also Guidance Sheet on Violence towards Crews using Media Equipment
There are some sporting events with the potential for crowd violence. Camera crews filming on touchlines are particularly vulnerable to injury from the crowd. 

The practical measures needed in these circumstances will vary, but they should be considered before work begins. Priority should be given to establishing the safest possible working conditions at the planning stage of an assignment. 

Cameras

Manned cameras used close to the action at sporting events fall into two main categories, fixed and mobile. For each, care must be taken to reduce the risks to both players and camera crews.

Fixed cameras

Wherever possible, fixed camera positions should be placed behind recognised spectator barriers, or adjacent to permanent hazards such as dugouts. In such situations the camera should not protrude any more than is necessary for operation.

All fixed cameras should be protected to prevent injury in the event of a person or vehicle colliding into them. Suitable protective barriers (e.g. buffer bags) should be placed to the height of the top of the mounting. 

Mobile cameras

Mobile cameras are defined as those that are hand held, including Steadicams.

Mobile cameras should stay a safe distance from the touchline. Normal practice is to stay at least two metres on the spectators' side of the field of play, away from officials and players. Mobile cameras should not encroach on to the field of play or into those areas where touch judges, linesmen etc operate while play is in progress.

Thought should be given to the need for a second person to assist the cameraman depending on the equipment in use, expected obstacles, crowd behaviour etc. 

Noise

Crowd noise levels are a particular problem at sports events, as talkback may have to be at high levels for operators to hear it clearly. The consequent risk of hearing damage can be reduced by either wearing sound excluding headphones so the effect of crowd noise is reduced, or allowing loud talkback through ordinary headphones, but wearing high-fidelity ear plugs to reduce the noise levels reaching the ear.
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