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                                                       MEDIA CENTRE SAFE PRACTICE GUIDANCE SHEET

	OBSERVATION & RECONSTRUCTION


Most news and some documentary programme coverage involve the observation of events outside of your control. When observing there is of course no legal duty on you to ensure the activity is conducted safely, which would obviously be somewhat difficult if, for example, people are determined to have a riot. The duty here is simply to ensure that UWE students, staff and contractors are safe and that your filming/recording activities do not pose a risk to those around and oneself.
However should there be a need to “reconstruct” an activity or you become involved in filming an activity that is to occur for your benefit YOU must ensure the activity is undertaken safely with all the required controls and assessments in place. This area has some rather obvious editorial (and even moral) implications as well which must always be taken account of when considering any form of reconstruction.

Observation is when the following statements are all true:

· There are no financial considerations.

· The event or activity would take place without your presence.

· You have no organisational involvement in the activity.

Any news story will obviously be an observation; you attend because the news is occurring. 

Thus “reconstruction” and the need to exert managerial control to varying degrees would be defined as:

· An activity prompted by you.

· An activity where you have made financial consideration.

· An act or activity choreographed in part or full by you.

· An activity that occurs for the benefit of cameras.

Reconstruction therefore would be the use of actors to recreate an event at a later date or when an event is planned simply for your benefit. 

There is an obvious grey area here for when we consider the issue of whether reporters and cameras affect the nature of an event or people’s behaviour. 
As with normal editorial policy, should a UWE student or staff member believe their presence is inflaming (or indeed creating) any situation then the team should withdraw to a safer and less obvious point from which to record events.







1
Observation and Reconstruction – edited 07.09.08

